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Top O tourist attractions
in Ilorence that you
cant miss

Article/Florence Tourism Bureau Image/Quanjing

1. Basilica of Saint Mary of the Flower (Santa Ma-
ria del Fiore)

As Florence’s landmark, every Duomo is a classic attraction that you
can’t miss! Within this cathedral, 6 places are waiting for you to explore,
including the main body of the basilica, the baptistery, Giotto’s Bell Tower,
the cellar, the dome and the museum. You can queue up and enter the
first floor of the church for free. You can appreciate Giorgio Vasari’'s Last
Judgement, a large fresco, on the first floor as well. If you would like to
climb to the top or visit the cellar and the museum, you need to purchase
tickets or make an appointment in advance. More information can be found
at www.duomo.firenze.it.
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If you look down at the city, you'll find the entire capital is covered by brick-red
roofs. No matter whether the city is under the scorching sun or dazzling night
lights, the flaming color is like her history and culture, showcasing the city's
enthusiasm for and obsession with art since the ancient times. Florence is the
cradle of renaissance. That means everything in this place, including the air you
breathe in, the ground you step on and the views in your eyes, is inseparable
from the renaissance as you arrive here. Let's take a look at the top 5 tourist at-
tractions that you can't miss in the city with rich culture.
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2. Central Market (Mercato centrale)

When you arrive at a strange city which you always wish to ex-

plore, you will wonder where to have delicacies if you're mentally
satisfied. The word of market is always linked with crowds and
interpersonal interaction. Indeed, the Central Market, next to the

Florence Train Station, is worth a visit. You will have authentic

and traditional Florentine cuisines in the market. Besides, you

can buy special souvenirs here for your family and friends after

you satisfy your stomach, bringing amazing exotic food to them.
If you're in the Central Market, don’t forget to taste the unique and
delicious Lampredotto, a sandwich that is made of tripe.
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A bronze pig statue with an enchanting pose sits in Florence’s New Mar-
ket. Beside a small bustling pavilion for selling leather goods, there is a
corner with a long queue of tourist taking pictures with the statue. Every
person that takes photos will place a coin in the pig’s mouth and slightly
touch its nose for good luck. If the coin doesn't fall, that means you will
return to the picturesque city.

4. Signoria Square (Piazza della Signoria)

Florence is unique for you might find another amazing scenic spot when
just turning the corner. Large or small squares are dotted with different at-
tractions among which you can't skip the Signoria Square. In the square,
there are the Uffizi Gallery housing world-famous masterpieces and the
Old Palace or Palazzo Vecchio, now the City Hall building, on top of which
is a tower pointing to the sky. The tower symbolized the supreme power in
the ancient times. In addition, it’s worth mentioning that the square is also
known as an “open-air sculpture museum”, be-

cause here stand various sculptures with

different postures, including the majestic

sea god Poseidon, the heroic Cosimo /

I, and a same size copy of David in

front of the entrance of the Old Palace.

All these amazing statues are atten-

tion-grabbing and impressive.




9. 0ld Bridge (Ponte Vecchio)

The old bridge is a must for those longing to visit Florence.
Jay Chou, a famous Chinese star, and his charming wife,
Hannah Quinlivan, once took an impressive photo on the
Old Bridge across the Arno River or Fiume Arno. Fans of
Jay Chou flooded here to take similar photos. It’s said that
the Old Bridge was a market selling fish, but the Medici
Family gave an order to transform the market to shops sell-
ing handmade silver crafts for they couldn’t bear the fishy
smell. After that, a dazzling array of time-honored hand-
made jewelry shops have appeared on both sides of the
Old Bridge. Their world-famous products are unique in de-
sign and made from excellent raw materials. Many brands
have existed for hundreds of years. When the night falls, it
is also enjoyable to watch the sunset and Florence at night
from the Old Bridge over the Arno River.

Those shown above are just a small fraction of the amazing
beauty of Florence, the ancient capital of culture and art.
There can be much more fun if you explore by yourselves.
Florence Convention and Visitors Bureau has set up differ-
ent visitor information centers for tourists to get local maps
and other information on tourism in time. The addresses of
visitor information centers are as follows:

O Florence Train Station: Piazza della stazione 4
O Florence Peretola Airport: via del termine 11

O Basilica of the Holy Cross (Basilica di Santa Croce): Bor-
go Santa Croce 29r

O Palazzo Medici Riccardi: Via Cavour 1r

Please check the following website to find the English ver-
sion of the complete Florence guidebook.

https://jpapermine.com/pub/31087169/
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Valletta, a Mediterranean
pearl where the legacies of
the Order live on

Article/Feng Yuying, Xi Meng  Image/Quanjing

In 1530, the Knights Hospitaller, which had been driven
out of Rhodes by Islamic forces, finally took root on the
islands of Malta and Gozo and began to rule them for
more than two centuries, hence it also got the name as
the Knights of Malta. In 1565, the knights garrisoned
on the Island of Malta, including The French nobleman
Jean Parisot de la Valette (the then Grand Prelate of
the Order), gained popularity and became heroes of
Europe, as they defeated the Ottoman invaders. The
construction of the city named after Valette (now known
as Valletta) started afterwards. Five centuries later, the
legacies of the knights who once garrisoned the city
can still be seen in the capital of the modern Republic
of Malta.

Seeking the marks of the war at the
sea fort

Fort St EImo is now a perfect place for visitors to
picture the sea and listen to the rolling waves. When
you stand behind the white-and-yellow-hued Mediter-
ranean-style fort walls, feeling the gentle breeze and
listening to the sound of waves lapping against the
fort, you can hardly imagine that it was once a military
stronghold. During the siege of 1565, a few thousand
knights, backed by Spain, provided a strong shield for
the Catholic world as they fought off tens of thousands
of Ottoman invaders. Despite regime changes of Malta
over the centuries, Fort St EImo had been an important
location of strategic importance, which did not change
until the Second World War.

As time passes, visitors can still sense something about
the Order only in the Church of St Anne, which was
built in the 15th century and have been restored several

times. In 1565, thousands of knights were forced into
this chapel and fought to the very end. What tourists
will see is more of a fort that was partially converted by
the British army during World War Il. The museum with-
in the spot is a must-see for military enthusiasts, where
you can see black-and-white photos, weapons, battle
tanks and fighter planes left behind during the Second
World War.

The island’s cultural heritage under
the its guardians’ protection

Looking back on history, the founding of Valletta can be
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said to be the result of being protection by Jean Parisot
de la Valette and his subordinates. Although the Order
has become a thing of the past, the legacies it left be-
hind are still engraved on the hearts of the citizens of
Valletta today.

St. John’s Co-Cathedral was built in the 1670s and de-
signed by the Maltese architect Girolamo Cassar. The
church was first built in the Baroque style, with parts of
the building incorporating the Gothic style. The entire
interior of the church’s dome is adorned with a large
fresco, which took the famous painter Mattia Preti five
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Useful information
Fort St EImo—National War Museum

Address: Mediterranean Street, Valletta

St. John’s Co-Cathedral
Address: St. John Street, Valletta

Grandmaster’s Palace

Address: Republic Street, Valletta

years to complete. The remains of the Grandmasters of
the Order were laid to rest in the chapel of the church.
The tomb of Jean Parisot de la Valette, the Grand Prel-

ate of the Order of Malta, can also be found in the crypt
under the cathedral.

The Grandmaster’s Palace, built in 1574, is another leg-
acy of the Order. Originally the residence of the Grand-
masters of the Order of Malta, it was also the seat of
the Parliament of Malta. The exterior of the palace
seems no different from the large buildings of southern
Europe, with its light yellow brick walls and dark green
windows. In the courtyard there are thin and tall palm
trees. However, a collection of about 5,000 pieces of
armor and weapons, left behind by the Order during
16th-18th centuries, makes it easy for visitors to learn
about the history of the Order. The interior of the pal-
ace, with its gorgeous paintings, colored stone floors
and the ubiquitous Maltese symbols, will also make
every tourist feel that it is really worth visiting.
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