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What s new?

Article/Florence Tourism Bureau Image/Quanijing

2021 marks the 700 years anniversary of the death of the famous
poet Dante Alighieri (Florence 1265-Ravenna 1321), renowned as
a symbol of the Italian culture in the world. A lot of events, meet-
ings, itineraries have been scheduled in Florence and around.

After a long period of closing due to the pandemics, the muse-
ums of Florence finally reopened starting April 28, in particular we
point out that the Uffizi Gallery reopened, with some new exhibit-
ing spaces and works of art, for its visitors.

Moreover, on the facade of Palazzo Strozzi is now visible The
Wound, a stunning artwork by the French artist JR. The setting is
on display until August 29" in conjunction with a new exhibition of
Palazzo Strozzi exhibit center.

From May 28" to August 29", 2021 Palazzo Strozzi presents
American Art 1961-2001, the Walker Art Collections from Andy
Warhol to Kara Walker, a major exhibition taking a new perspec-
tive on the history of contemporary art in the United States.

Read more www.feelflorence.it/en
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Vienna Meeting Fund
2021-2023 provides
funding for congresses
and corporale evenls

Article/Vienna Tourist Board Image/Quanijing

National and international organizers of congresses As an economic asset, a driver of internationalization
and corporate events who are hosting a meeting in for the city and a trigger for value creation, congresses
Vienna before 31 December 2023 can now apply for and corporate events are vital for Vienna’s tourism in-
funding under the Vienna Meeting Fund 2021-2023. dustry. The Vienna Meeting Fund 2021-2023 was set
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up as a source of additional funding to support organiz-
ers looking to host meetings under the current circum-
stances.

The city’s first meeting industry fund that also extends
to corporate events as well as (association) congress-
es, is aimed at supporting domestic and international
organizers who are planning meetings to be held in
Vienna between 1 May 2021 and 31 December 2023.
Agencies are entitled to apply for support if they are
acting as the organizer themselves or demonstrably
working on behalf of the organizer.

For the first time, the Vienna Meeting Fund 2021-2023
will also provide funding for hybrid events in Vienna.
The move is part of the Vienna Tourist Board’s re-
sponse to the current situation faced by meeting plan-
ners and provides supplementary funding to help cover
the additional costs associated with hosting parallel
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virtual and on-site meetings.

The EUR 4 million allocated to the fund was provided
by the City of Vienna.

Funding to help with costs incurred
during husiness events

Funding is available for business events — for which
the registered participants are known to the organizer
— that add value for Vienna as an innovation hub and
business location. These include association congress-
es and meetings, as well as corporate meetings. Purely
(corporate) evening events, exhibitions, fairs and cultur-
al or sporting events are not eligible for funding.

The Vienna Meeting Fund provides support for costs
associated with hosting a meeting, including expenses
relating to the event location and other service provid-
ers such as A/V companies and caterers.
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The Vienna Meeting Fund
2021-2023 comprises
three funding modules

To qualify for funding, the following basic

requirements (Module 1) must be met:
the event is hosted at a location in Vien-

na, payment is made to the venue, it is
attended by at least 50 on-site partici-
pants and lasts a minimum of four hours.

If the congress or corporate event -
generates overnight stays, it may also
qualify for funding under Module 2. For
the event to be eligible, the number of

overnight stays in Viennese hotels must

be equivalent to 10% of the number of

on-site event participants in 2021, 30%
in 2022 and 50% in 20283.

Funding is available under Module 3 if
the meeting is held as a hybrid event
from start to finish and costs arise as a
result.

The funding amounts for each module
are directly linked to the number of par-
ticipants. The maximum funding avail-
able per event is EUR 60,000.

Applications now open
through the Vienna Con-
vention Bureau

Applications can be made at any time

between now and 3 December 2023, or

until all of the funds have been allocated.

Processed on a first-come first-served
basis, applications must be submitted
online to the Vienna Convention Bureau

at least three weeks before the starting
date of the event.
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A strong and positive con-
tingent of tourism frontlin-
ers were vaccinated by 9
April, thanks to the com-
bined effort of the Ministry
of Health and Medical
Services working arm-
in-arm with the industry,
through the Tourism Re-
covery Team.

A number of transport
companies also provided
vehicles to the Ministry
of Health and Medical
Services to help transport
people to and from vac-
cination hubs in the Western Division, to get their first
jab of the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine.

A total of 17 locations and resorts, including the War-
wick and Intercontinental were transformed into vacci-
nation hubs to ensure easy access for as many eligible
people as possible. The efforts continued after 10
April, with vaccinations also happening across Island
resorts.

Tourism Fiji’'s head office in Challenge Plaza, Namaka
was transformed into a vaccination hub which helped
facilitate a total of 112 vaccinations on Thursday, 8
April. This included eligible staff at Tourism Fiji and
other industry partners who gathered to get their jab.

To assist the Ministry of Health and Medical Services
in promoting the vaccination roll out programme, Tour-
ism Fiji created a unique COVID-19 Facebook frame.
Those who have been vaccinated in Fiji can proudly
and patriotically announce that they have been vacci-
nated by using the frame. It reads “I got my COVID-19
vaccine” and incorporates the Fiji flag.

Tourism Fiji Acting Chief Executive Officer, Robert
Thompson said, “Our Tourism Industry in Fiji, despite
being badly impacted by COVID-19, has once again
demonstrated the power of unity and working togeth-
er. Tourism Fiji and the Tourism Recovery Team will
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continue to support the Ministry of Health and Medical
Services in any capacity we can to ensure our people

are safe and ready to welcome our guests back to Fiji
when the time is right.”

Frontliners who attended the Nadi International Air-
port vaccination hub truly experienced the Bula Spirit
as they were vaccinated. Staff from Turtle Island
Resort, in their colourful floral yellow outfits, danced
and sang songs throughout the day to entertain peo-
ple.

Managing Director, Turtle Island Fiji, Richard Evanson
Jr said, “After discussion as a team, where we ad-
dressed any questions or concerns that our staff may
have had, the team were all happy to jump on a boat
this morning to come to Nadi to get their vaccinations.
They also thought they would share the Bula Spirit and
show solidarity by entertaining everyone who is here.”

The Minister and Permanent Secretary for Commerce,
Trade, Tourism and Transport were vaccinated in the
following days, following key industry stakeholder and
tourism frontliners.

Vaccinations have continued across several locations
after 10 April. Tourism Fiji ensures the relevant infor-
mation is sent to the industry to ensure more frontliners
are vaccinated.
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Los Angeles launches initiative
to become first Sharecare
Health Security VERIFIED™
destination in US

Article/Los Angeles Tourism & Convention Board Image/Quanjing

The Los Angeles Tourism & Convention Board recently
announced an initiative powered by digital health com-
pany Sharecare and Forbes Travel Guide, the global
authority on hospitality excellence, to verify the health
security of all hotels with 50 or more rooms in the City
of Los Angeles. By making health security verification
a universal standard across this category of hotels, Los
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Angeles is set to become the first Sharecare VERI-
FIED™ destination in the U.S.

Developed by Sharecare and Forbes Travel Guide,
Sharecare VERIFIED™ is a comprehensive verifica-
tion process and designation that assures guests and
travel planners that Los Angeles hotels with this dis-
tinction have appropriate safety procedures in place.
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All L.A.-area hotels must comply with public health
guidelines, however specific protocols and programs
vary across hotel brands and product categories. VER-
IFIED™ hotels are making the additional commitment
to promoting transparency and creating confidence for
guests, travel planners and team members by achiev-
ing and maintaining this designation. By becoming
Sharecare VERIFIED™, each property is also ensuring
that their protocols will continue to comply with evolv-
ing, expert-validated standards.

The verification process for each hotel covers more
than 360 standards across health and hygiene proto-
cols, cleaning products and procedures, ventilation,
physical distancing, the guest experience, and health
safety communication with guests and employees. Ho-
tels also are required to verify their health protocols on
an ongoing basis to ensure continued compliance with
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the most up-to-date health standards.

This news arrives at a critical moment for tourism in
the City. Los Angeles is starting its comeback, having
moved to the state’s less restrictive orange tier, which
allows the safe reopening of museums, indoor dining,
theme parks and live outdoor events, including specta-
tor sports, with appropriate capacity controls and safety
protocols. As Los Angeles Tourism invites visitors to
start their comeback, health and safety remains para-
mount.

“Los Angeles has been incredibly deliberate and
thoughtful in its reopening, and we are grateful for our
ongoing partnership with state and local health de-
partment officials in developing appropriate protocols
to ensure that we can safely and responsibly reopen
our local visitor industry. Our strategic partnership with
Sharecare allows visitors, planners and hospitality em-
ployees alike to feel confident in our hotel community’s
commitment to their health and safety,” stated Adam
Burke, President & CEO of Los Angeles Tourism &
Convention Board.

“The pandemic has made it clear that hotels and re-
sorts must, first and foremost, assure guests of their
safety,” said Filip Boyen, CEO of Forbes Travel Guide.
"By becoming VERIFIED™, hotels with 50 or more
rooms in the City of L.A. are demonstrating their com-
mitment to creating a culture of accountability and fol-
lowing global best practices to heighten health security,
verified by a third party.”

This verification comes with an easily identifiable “seal
of approval” — the Sharecare VERIFIED™ with Forbes
Travel Guide badge — that qualifying hotels can use on
their websites and other communications to let guests
know that they’ve completed the verification process,
which hotels with 50 or more rooms in the City of Los
Angeles have completed by April 30, 2021. For a com-
plete list of hotels and resorts that currently are Share-
care Health Security VERIFIED™ with Forbes Travel
Guide, please visit www.forbestravelguide.com/verified.

To learn more about how Los Angeles is safely re-
opening for residents and visitors alike, visit discover-
losangeles.com.
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