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In September, the World Conference on
Tourism Cooperation and Development
2023 successfully hosted by the World
Tourism Cities Federation and the People's
Government of Beijing Municipality. Nearly
400 representatives from around 30
countries and regions gathered together
to share innovative ideas, decisions, and
practices, and envision the development
potential and prospects of world tourism
cities in the context of the accelerated
recovery of the global tourism industry. During
the conference, Jantirar Abay Yigzaw,
Vice Mayor of Addis Ababa, Ethiopia,
and José Luis Sanz Ruiz, Mayor of Sevilla,
Spain, granted exclusive interviews to World
Tourism Cities introducing their local cultural
and tourism resources and their outlook
on the industry's recovery, expressing their
appreciation and gratitude for the WTCF's
years of service to its members.
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Jantirar Abay Yigzaw

Vice Mayor of Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

In August of this year, during the 15th BRICS Summit,
Ethiopia was invited to join the BRICS family, opening
up new opportunities for deeper cooperation and
sharing of sustainable development experiences in areas
such as service trade with our BRICS partners. We are
working diligently to transform Addis Ababa into a
smart city and a hub for technological innovation, and
we hope to draw lessons from the successful experiences
of BRICS countries in this regard.

The China International Fair for Trade in Services (CIFTIS)
serves as a platform for dialogue, exchange, cooperation,
and addressing challenges. It has played a crucial role
in promoting the prosperity, development, and open
cooperation of the global service trade. During the
CIFTIS, the World Tourism Cities Federation hosts
the World Conference on Tourism Cooperation and
Development, demonstrating China's commitment to the
world and reaffirming its role as a significant participant
in global affairs.

Addis Ababa is a city renowned for tourism, with a
population of over seven million people. It boasts abundant
natural, historical, and cultural resources, as well as
hospitable locals. The city's infrastructure, including
transportation and accommodation, is continuously
improving. The tourism industry not only generates
employment opportunities and increased income for the local
residents but also stimulates the growth of retail, handicrafts,
and agriculture sectors. Furthermore, it enhances the city's
image and serves as a significant force in attracting external
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investments and driving city development.

Joining the World Tourism Cities Federation is a precious
opportunity and an immensely important moment for
Addis Ababa and Ethiopia as a whole. Through the
WTCE, we deepen connections and enhance interactions
with cities from various countries. This allows us to learn
from advanced experiences in innovation, and tourism
development, all of which promote the construction
and development of Addis Ababa. What sets this apart
from joining other international organizations is that the
WTCF's platform enables Addis Ababa to showcase itself
to numerous international tourist cities, allowing them
to understand our unique cultural charm and high-
quality tourism resources. Qur communication with
the world's tourist cities will be more direct and close.

The pandemic has indeed brought us through challenging
times, and city tourism has been severely affected.
Therefore, during this critical period of global tourism
recovery, our government has implemented a series
of proactive policies. These include planning incentive
activities, improving infrastructure, building smart cities,
and ensuring safety, all aimed at attracting tourists to visit
Addis Ababa and extend their stay. This strategy is geared
towards creating more economic value, aiding in the
recovery of the tourism industry, and better preparing us
to face future opportunities and challenges. We sincerely
hope that more international tourists will include Addis
Ababa in their travel plans.

Addis Ababa: Running to Meet You

© WORDS /SEMY PHOTOGRAPHS/ PANORAMA MEDIALNC., VCG, LVXING

Addis Ababa is the capital of Ethiopia. In the local Tigre language, Addis Ababa means "new flower".
Being the important political, economic, cultural, and international hub in East Africa, Addis Ababa

truly blossoms with confidence, much like a new flower.
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The Light of Humanity

Traveling to a new destination, visiting the local
museum is the quickest way to get to know a city.
Its comprehensive and detailed presentation of a
nation's culture unfolds before us like an unwinding

scroll of history...

The reason why the Ethnological Museum
located at Addis Ababa University tops the travel
lists of many tourists is largely due to its rich
informational wealth. Although small in size, it's
like a small but complete treasure chest. This
place was once the former residence of the
last Ethiopian Emperor, Haile Selassie I. The
museum comprehensively showcases Ethiopian
culture, from tribal artifacts and archaeological
findings to various specimens of flora and fauna.

Additionally, it houses an extensive collection of
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documents and material artifacts covering a wide
range of subjects. Beginning your exploration
of Addis Ababa here allows you to grasp the full
essence of this city.

Not far from the Ethnological Museum is the
National Museum of Ethiopia, home to the prized
possession "Lucy", who is said to be over 3.2 million
years old, earning her the title of "the grandmother
of humanity". "Lucy" is the fossilized skeleton of a
hominid belonging to Australopithecus afarensis. It
is one of the most complete ancient human fossils
discovered by archaeologists to date. It is estimated
that she was a young woman of around 20 years
of age during her lifetime. Due to the fragility of the
fossil, what people typically see are replicas of the
"Lucy" fossil.

Many people visit the St. George's Cathedral, which

was built in commemoration of the brave Ethiopians

who defeated the Italian colonial invaders in 1896,
ordered by Emperor Menelik Il. To be honest, the
octagonal design of the cathedral is quite distinctive
and perfect for taking photos and marking your visit.
The cathedral also stands out for preserving the
traditional Ethiopian nomadic tent style, adding a
unigue local touch. If you're lucky, you might even
withess a wedding taking place inside the cathedral.
Starting a new life in such a way must hold special

significance for those involved.

The Holy Trinity Cathedral offers a different experience
altogether. Built in the early 20th century, it is the final
resting place of the last Ethiopian Emperor, Haile
Selassie I and his empress. The cathedral hosts
scheduled chants every day and sometimes even
provides assistance to the needy. Perhaps the
most famous feature of the Holy Trinity Cathedral
is its stained-glass windows. While stained glass is

common in many European churches, it's important
to remember that you are in Africa.

Son of Nature

Many people who choose to visit cities also enjoy
planning trips to the surrounding countryside, where
they can breathe in the fresh rural air. In the vast
wilderness, the air is crisp and pure, refreshing both
the lungs and the eyes. However, if you venture to
the outskirts of Addis Ababa, the feelings it imparts
upon you may go far beyond that.

With the development of the economy and increasingly
improved city planning, most parts of Addis Ababa have
seen high-rise buildings and a constant flow of people.
However, the outskirts of Addis Ababa still retain
their inherent character—quiet and slow-paced.
Sometimes, one may wonder if this is truly a case
of being forgotten by God or rather being watched
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over with favor.

Here, the mountains stretch endlessly, the sky is
vast and high, the clouds hang suspended in large
clusters, and the water is clear and sweet. Even
the smiles of the people are flawless. This place
is situated on a plateau, experiencing spring-like
conditions year-round, with a cool and comfortable
climate, making it ideal for grazing. Therefore, from
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the elderly in their eighties to the youngest children,
they all skillfully tend to their cattle and sheep.

In addition to herding, villagers here carry water,
make fires, cook, and care for their young children
every day, leading simple and repetitive lives year
after year. Moreover, they craft everything they
need by hand, from building houses to making
household utensils and tools... Perhaps it's because
of this, the people here always have a sense of
gratitude and cherish what they have. You can
glimpse their inner peace and simplicity in the
carefree smiles of children and the composed and
gentle faces of the elderly.

The Town of Running

Arranging a run in a holiday destination to experience

the local running culture sounds really cool, doesn't

it? Some have run the half marathon at the foot of

Mount Fuji in Japan, while others have tackled the
super trail run around China's Siguniang Mountain.
However, it's unlikely that many have had the
experience of running in the small town of Addis
Ababa.

Actually, the small town of Sululta here has long
had a reputation because of its rural dirt roads and
proprietary facilities in high-altitude conditions. Runners
of any level willfind it rewarding. Local athletes are also
very friendly and willing to share important information

about running routes inthe area.

Our first stop is Meskel Square. Every morning,
hundreds of locals gather here to exercise. Runners
start at the bottom of the square's steps, run all
the way to the end of the steps, and then run the

opposite way, and so on.

Our second stop is Mount Entoto Natural Park,
which sits at an altitude of up to 3,200 meters.
Running here is a greater challenge due to the lower
temperatures compared to the surrounding city.
Sululta, located to the north of Mount Entoto Natural
Park at an altitude of 2,750 meters, offers an ideal
training environment. Most Ethiopian athletes train

here at least twice a week.

Qur third stop is Yaya Village, located 11 kilometers
north of Addis Ababa. It's a popular training base for

foreign runners.

If you are more interested and well-informed in
advance, you can also take part in the local Great
Ethiopian Run, which is a 10-kilometer race. In fact,
no matter how the result is, just the experience of
participating in it is enough for you to show off in
front of your running friends for a long time, right? C

WORLD TOURISM CITIES 35



| WM | CITY OBSERVATION

36

{2t - IRZHF - SRER

AT |HAMTHHR

R R A b T AT L, GRF LT
REEFPRTEFEEN 18%, EEH BIHA KA
B4R i FF R R A S B EREA,
RERAETFAERYHETRE, TRMNI L
ML, LELEBALRY A&
Foo, FREDPEZHEFEIL S, A 150 %35
VAR AR T M4 R R AV 0GR R Ew LI,
B b K A B AR 2R AR AR TE B AR,
HTERZHF, B2, XA —ELLS LI,
—JEIRHRR IR, —REEERZIKR, LE—
JBEABAFIE TS b 0 K e Z e

stF RN ERFEALG LR, RNARS X
e ARG, Fldm, B vl s AL A R
i, FEHITHRAFHNRES RRER, TR

WORLD TOURISM CITIES

I E; BRI X EN, A RIFER
BoiE e BAVA 238 3 B R AR IR T Z 0] 8
REEE, AHEN, FRESILKREIAES,
e B T &, FB|ERHFE@ .

BAT R AR kB A WA R AL, KK
R%. BAMNARTHRT ZLELKFREG, 5
W E LS BR, SRR T AL R AR
%), KA PAZ—EIEFERIAF RS LEL
R M, AERKRAS L KR AFER,
U 4 BAFIRT, i —F R A, K.
TR, S RFRBRNEH, e w iR Y%
A BRI “REA LR 2 “dbFT AL
A" %,

BRI T IR A SR IR A T H L R
BETERTR, REEHERTRFHNEEE R
Ao, TP FIREAT R FE R A, IR )
A PR R Ae R AE R . BRRBEELERER
LRy BEe, B 2020 A&, CEARKHBELR
547 ARET —ANERNER. BARSLHNE
RMT, BEA BAPFEL—AARRELEFE
Bk R, BATG L RALT 2018 & ik
TIRA RN RSB RFERRY, Hib, &
A1 B A A A AL R RIR T AR Kb B B RS LR
NN

ZHHEFI : EABENNES

© X /chopin BE/2FMuE. ARPE. 517

EHAN T EAMFREFAATBGXMNE
B TENEN, AIEFENAEH, BEF
NFE—ERUEORNT . XEREFEHY
BEXE, BEEFHNREXIME, MERAX
RUBRE SRR ZEF T EE T SEEZHPR
TENERRRI PRI R BRI TS . SHEMERBRIRE
2. FRRL I 3A0SH R RYRRRD- -

WEENEER

BERE ‘T REARET B9EE, EENTA
BANKIARIR . BEEHPOEHECHEE—,
P rwmARENEENALEASTREERNER L&
KR REEHBHIAGEERN, £ 5000 FIKAIAK
FRESRIMIAERAYEIR FEEE, REEER
BERIANA T ERELE . NERNTRIGE ST
Wb, BHANTER—ELE, XEOE KEFE
FERFTRZH.

B0 R 895 Kik, RIEFRAKRAEZ—HY
EHEFNTAHE, XBRAZENTAERET, 15 HEL
REHERBEESRF, TR EEETELERTARHE,

WORLD‘TdUﬁISM CITIES



| WM | CITY OBSERVATION

BTEABETOIF 2 AR ENHIONG, BiTH
FZVEMAAZRNZE RN, SHehEttZE, AR
BT 1898 FNHEIEEIFAIT, FEEERET. A
EEZBRMFNEE (REF/R. X8, BWEAL. g
HITT ) RIE Rk RIRAIRER .

BRAREE, UTHRICBNFAI/RIAER —ERRE
B, XEEERRASEEES 104K, #£34E. 5
R, XEERERE, BREZESRERKER, 25
fesk, NMNESED, AZHIRHEREE DI BEHFAE+
=, ErERRESIA—ERER.

BARAEBBEETHENLE, HBERAEIIN
FEERIERTER (1184-1198 & ) FIEMAL, XEEEAIEL
B, B ERILAN CRREEEM AT &5
ERNFET=2R, BUGPRE “El Giraldilo”, X2
—M 16 HLERBRENEIR, LREEN, hEELEF]
TPHISRALE .

SR, BN TEENE+FRBES—=. &
HAN T ESRENEEENEX SRS —, BET
L, RPRERANBE, BREFH=NE. EEH

|_A__ ﬁ

P _'r
L2

L

4

petel oYt

NIBFIEHENIERIRS . EEMNMEZ —HE. Rigk
AtHEM ZhERES—=. BRTERN, TENTE
tESED, XEXREBME (ROER) $2BH
SERERERIE S REFcaEth .

E+FXEEENTRZHX, BEEHREZEAR
PRIEXAE, (T ZEERNTAIPOMT, BIRFRISFN
sAEER, BERHESHIME. EREFEFIIEY %R
RO NEhRELL P L ER R E Rl A E R e RIE,
SR, TERSREFENET. NEEERD.

=

KIZRYFEHII I

SRELRT, WRAEF— DI XRE—ES
BRAIRICAE RS, AR BT AER L ——
FHHIRRRIR . FHH RS MR RR
EARTRENMAVES . IS, XLl
EREEMEE, REESE MEAEEXEEART AR
RSz SRR M AR — SRR

EREER. 5. SHERA—RIN—IIRZE AT

|

| rﬂﬂnmﬁaa_éi ~

IO TR, BHIIXFTH T ERAMIE, AEFT
W EEREREEMEAKE, EPRZARBENIEHS
RIS, AT At R AR T EEERN, T
17 FEISNZFRIIF ARERE . ARMNISHH SRR, 7
w7 HSEAYSERR.

bAh, smFUEFF I IIEMIE. X EYIES
EHR) I EZFREETEZ RS Cristina Hoyos €73, 18
NELTEERE. 268, RIBLURSMNERNFHAI]
XEENRBARSEKE M. IREEXBEE—I75EEE
#H, B EERIEIGMELBEEANNE, ERX
BRSNS NEE,

BT 28— 4

EAREMF 4R, EENTEEERS
PEREAN S Fip—EERT S 415, ZELEF)T
X EE S A7 AT B B X URIE R, S5
TN, REENEENEENFETZHBINE
Fi), BB REBEERNT E=ERN. £XZ
HBHENR, XE 7R — R SHHEYE,
IMRZEAEF IS4 B AR SHERIPFEIRE . LI,

S A4 EmBE—RER (Sin ZITR17) IR, 40
RRICHE, RERERERE/NR (K1) FRLHETZR
BUFEMR .

RE G MEMAEEPEDES, WREK
ME}FRE, FBREIEEMLINTIR. NENER
TRZVMREB G TOmEZINI, EEERSD
“PRIRX” 1 “IRBAIRK” . faEE LS EFEET,
SERAVAMAMN AR BROKRMEESE, ERILS
gt PRRXT BRESEREMN. C

WORLD TOURISM CITIES 39



| WM | CITY OBSERVATION

Tourism is the backbone industry of Sevilla, contributing
18% of the city's total economic output. Sevilla boasts a
rich cultural heritage, abundant tourism resources, and
a vibrant array of artistic traditions. It is the birthplace
of the renowned Flamenco dance, a historically and
culturally significant European city. It is located here
as a globally influential convention center, has hosted
several major international expos. With over 150 operas
and dances created around Sevilla as their theme or
prototype are often staged, the city is referred to as the
capital of conventions, cultural and sports events, and
the world of operas and dances. In summary, Sevilla is a
city of cultural diversity, leisure, and livability, making it
a compelling choice for investment and development.

In the wake of the pandemic, we have numerous ideas and
concrete plans for the recovery of the tourism industry.
For instance, we aim to leverage our status as a historically
and culturally significant city to enrich and create new
tourism products and routes, expanding our sphere of
influence. We also plan to develop new tourism experiential
activities centered around the Flamenco dance culture.

Through exchanges and collaborations with other
World Tourism Cities, we aspire to organize cultural
and tourism-themed events in different locations beyond
our borders. This way, we can showcase our culture and
history to a global audience of travelers.

QOur delegation had the opportunity to visit Beijing for
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José Luis Sanz Ruiz
Mayor of Sevilla, Spain

this grand event, and we've gained valuable insights. We
were impressed by the high level of city development
and management in Beijing, as well as the city's rich
and inclusive cultural heritage that seamlessly blends
the past and the present. Sevilla is also a city that places
great importance on cultural and tourism development.
We hope to strengthen friendly ties with Beijing in the
future, potentially becoming sister cities. This would
allow us to deepen collaboration in areas such as culture,
tourism, arts, and conventions. For instance, we could
explore the idea of hosting "Sevilla Culture Week"
and "Beijing Culture Week" alternately in both cities,
fostering even stronger cultural exchanges.

The World Tourism Cities Federation has made significant
contributions to the sustainable development of global
tourism. It continually promotes cooperation and exchange
in the world of tourism, fostering the prosperity of the global
tourism industry and enhancing mutual understanding and
people-to-people communication between cities. The World
Conference on Tourism Cooperation and Development is a
significant event. Since 2020, it has played an important role
in global tourism development and recovery.

As a member city of the WTCE, Sevilla has maintained a
close relationship with the organization. We successfully
co-hosted the 2018 European Tourism Conference of the
World Tourism Cities Federation, which was a tremendous
achievement. Therefore, we look forward to continuing
our deep collaboration with the WTCF in the future.

Sevilla: Beautiful Scenery Just
Around the Corner

© WORDS/CHOPIN PHOTOGRAPHS/ PANORAMA MEDIA LNC., VCG, LVXING

Sevilla is the capital of the Andalusia Autonomous Community and the province of Sevilla in Spain.
It is the fourth-largest city in Spain and the only city in Spain with an inland port. Here, you will
find both modern skyscrapers of a city and the traditional customs of villages. For travelers who
appreciate culture and history, Sevilla is much more than that: it is a southern Spanish city that
shines in contrast to Barcelona, the final resting place of Christopher Columbus, and the birthplace

of Flamenco and Bullfighting...
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The Old Buildings in Stories

Earning the reputation as the "Most Enchanting
City in Spain", Sevilla owes much of its architectural
beauty to iconic structures like the Metropol Parasol.
This futuristic modern architectural marvel, located
in the city center, is often referred to as the world's
largest and most innovative wooden structure.
Its nearly 5000 square meters of honeycomb-like
wooden canopy provides a striking contrast against
the blue sky, resembling gigantic mushrooms,
earning it the nickname "Mushrooms of Sevilla"
among locals. From its rooftop terrace, you can
enjoy a panoramic view of the historic city of
Sevilla, making it a must-visit spot for photography
enthusiasts as well.

Located just 895 meters from the city center stands
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one of the world's five great cathedrals, the Sevilla
Cathedral. This site was originally the site of the
Great Mosque of Sevilla, which was demolished in
the 15th century to make way for the construction of
the Sevilla Cathedral. The entire structure embodies
the style of Spanish Gothic art at its peak, while also
incorporating elements of Arabic architectural art.
After Columbus's death, his remains were brought
back from Cuba to Spain in 1898 and later interred
in the Cathedral. The sarcophagus bears statues of
kings of the four ancient Spanish kingdoms (Castille,

Leon, Navarra, and Aragon) lifting the coffin.

After exploring the cathedral, you must not miss
the Giralda located at the northeast corner. This
beautiful tower of brick and stone stands at a
height of 104 meters, spanning 34 floors. What

makes it unique is that the tower lacks stairs,

instead, each floor is connected by a series of
steep ramps. Climbing can be both time-consuming
and physically demanding, especially when there
are long queues during busy times, making it a
challenging experience for those ina hurry.

The Giralda was once the minaret of the mosque
and was constructed during the peak of the
Almohad dynasty's power (1184-1198 ) . Its
proportions, intricate brickwork, and distinctive
colors make it one of the most exquisite examples
of Islamic architecture in Spain. At the very top
of the tower stands "El Giraldillo", a 16th-century
bronze weather vane symbolizing faith and serving
as an emblem of Sevilla itself.

Of course, the Royal Alcazar of Sevilla and The

Santa Cruz District are also must-visit places.

the Royal Alcazar of Sevilla is one of Europe's
oldest royal palaces, dating back to the Middle
Ages. It initially served as a Moorish fortress, later
incorporating elements of Islamic, Christian, and
Gothic styles. The Pedro | Palace, the Carlos V
Palace, and the Maidens Courtyard within the
palace are all worth exploring. In addition to the
architecture, the gardens of the Royal Alcazar
deserved a visit. It's also worth noting that this
palace courtyard was used as a filming location
for the TV series Game of Thrones as the Water
Gardens of Dorne.

The Santa Cruz District is the old town of Sevilla,
characterized by its typical Andalusian style. It
is situated in the heart of Sevilla, surrounded by
the walls of the old Royal Alcazar. The district is

made up of narrow alleys and lanes, and as you
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wander through these streets bathed in flowers and
sunlight, you'll come across tranquil and elegant
courtyards and ancient white-washed houses. Of
course, there are also plenty of unigue restaurants

and shops in this area that are well worth exploring.

Eternal Flamenco

When you come to Sevilla, not experiencing a
Flamenco performance will be a regret you'll carry
with you for life. Sevilla is the birthplace of Flamenco,
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one of Spain's cultural treasures. Flamenco is the
fusion of Gypsy culture and Andalusian folk culture
in Spain. Like jazz, Flamenco is renowned for its
improvisational nature. It was originally a form of
dance for Gypsy who needed to relieve their mood

when facing hardships during their nomadic lives.

Flamenco, as a unique art form combining singing,
dancing, and guitar playing, has been passed down
through generations, filled with fiery passion. Among
the various artistic performances often seen on the
Spanish Square, the Flamenco dance is one of the
most captivating. The Spanish Square is also an
iconic architectural symbol of Sevilla. Adorned with
historical buildings representing different periods
and styles in Spanish history, the Square is filled
with the beauty of history.

Additionally, | highly recommend the Flamenco
Dance Museum. This museum was founded by the
renowned Sevilla dance artist Cristina Hoyos and
houses a collection of items including sketches,
paintings, costumes, and photographs of famous
Flamenco dancers. If you plan to attend a dance

performance here, be sure to arrive early to secure

a good seat because the seating is not assigned,
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and it's first-come, first-served.

The Soul of Spain: Bullfighting

Sevilla, being the birthplace of Spanish bullfighting,
boasts the oldest bullring in Spain-the Plaza de
Toros de Sevilla. The city considers this bullring
as a cultural heritage of its own. Located along the
banks of the old city, it features a grand semicircular
arcade and the Prince's Gate (Puerta del Principe)
as its prominent landmarks, with the theater boxes
reserved exclusively for the Spanish royal family.
When there are no matches, the bullring operates
as a bullfighting museum, showcasing the history
of Sevilla bullfighting, bullfighting costumes, and
other related content. Additionally, across from the

bullring, there is a sculpture called Carmen, the
Cigar Factory Worker, which, if memory serves
correctly, is inspired by the classic character from
the novel Carmen.

This bullring still hosts regular bullfighting events. If
you wish to watch a bullfight, it's advisable to book
your tickets in advance through the official website.
Ticket prices can vary based on the proximity of
your seat to the bullfighters, and there are typically
two seating categories: "shade" and "non-shade".
If you attend a bullfight in the afternoon when the
sun can be scorching, coupled with the continental
climate of the Iberian Peninsula, you'll likely find it
well worth the extra expense to be seated in the
"shade" section for added comfort. €
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