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Discover Your
London

© WORDS/ LONDON CONVENTION BUREAU
PHOTOGRAPHS / VCG

Experience a different side of London during
your visit and find out what each neighbourhood

has to offer.

Shoreditch

In recent years, Shoreditch in east London has
become a popular and fashionable part of the capital
associated with the creative industries. Nowadays
the galleries, restaurants, bars and clubs in this part
of Hackney are vibrant enough to rival those of the
West End. And if that's not exciting enough, the
Elizabeth line runs right through its heart with a stop
at Whitechapel, connecting the east with the rest of
London.

There are several newly opened contemporary
hotels to choose from in the area such as Canopy by
Hilton London City and YOTEL London Shoreditch.
The Dorsett City London and Hyatt Place London
City East hotels both have rooftop terraces with
superb views across the City, as does One Hundred
Shoreditch.

If you're looking for something a little more on
the casual side, then both Buckle Street Studios by
Locke and Leman Locke offer apartments complete
with a kitchen and living space, as well as communal
workspaces beside the cafel!

As for events spaces, the Truman Brewery
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has several dry hire, blank canvas
warehouse-style spaces, in which you
can create your own amazing events.
Shoreditch Town Hall also offers space for
up to 750 theatre style or 350 for dinner,
and Old Spitalfields Market has indoor
and outdoor spaces hosting 10 to 1,000
people, as well as several restaurants and

bars, for private hire.

King's Cross and St Pancras

A dynamic and part pedestrianised
destination in the heart of London,
King's Cross is a recently regenerated
neighbourhood which encompasses both
King's Cross and St Pancras International
railway stations, connecting the capital to
northern England, Scotland and Europe.

King's Cross is well served for
business events, and plenty of venues

and hotels lie within this area, a hub for
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the tech, creative and medical
sectors. Coal Drops Yard—a
shopping destination and foodie
hotspot—is just minutes away
from King's Cross station.

Have a meeting or reception
at St Pancras Brasserie
and Champagne Bar, newly
refurbished as part of Searcy's
175th birthday celebrations, on
the mezzanine level opposite
the platform as you step off the
Eurostar. Nearby, BMA House
offers 22 function rooms plus two
outside spaces for receptions.

The British Library, one of
the largest libraries in the world,
can host events up to 255
people in its tiered theatre and
breakout spaces.

Kings Place, a hub for
cultural and arts events in the

area, features two world-class

auditoriums, galleries, event

920 WORLD TOURISM CITIES

spaces and a waterside restaurant.

King's Cross and St Pancras
are home to a plethora of
hotels, including St. Pancras
Renaissance Hotel London,
which just revamped the
Booking Office 1869 restaurant
and bar in addition to its offer of
12 event spaces. Across Euston
Road, The Standard, the brand's
first hotel outside the United
States, offers 266 rooms and
a restaurant on the 10th floor
featuring live fire cooking.

Just outside the hustle
and bustle of King's Cross,
Kimpton Fitzroy London enjoys
a fabulous location overlooking
Russell Square and offers
the event planner a beautiful
selection of spaces.

Ideas for creative incentive
programmes include recording
a song at Abbey Road Studios,

feeding the giraffes at ZSL
London Zoo, organising a
reception with "celebrities" at
Madame Tussauds, enjoying a
street art tour at Camden Market
and learning how to play cricket
at Lord's Cricket Ground.

The City of London

In the centre of Greater
London, the City is a hub for
events in the financial services,
creative and urban sectors.
And there are plenty of venue
options to explore.

etc. venues has no less than
seven conference centres in
the City, with capacity ranging
from 10 to 700 people, for all
your meeting needs. Convene
is also now a firmly established
favourite offering creative
workspaces, as well as vast
event rooms. To wow your
delegates with a 360-degree
view of London from inside an
iconic skyscraper, choose The
Gherkin as your event venue.

The Barbican is a not-
for-profit arts and events
centre with a wealth of space
for conferences, exhibitions,
meetings and corporate
entertainment for more than
1,900 people. At Guildhall, you
can find nine flexible spaces
for large or small-scale events.

Or hold your event at Andaz



LLondon Liverpool Street offering

a range of modern meeting
rooms, or at a traditional London
pub and Masonic Temple.

Leonardo Hotels has four
hotels in the City of London,
including NYX Hotel London
Holborn, which encompasses
laidback luxury. Stay at The
Tower Hotel London for close-
up views of famous Tower
Bridge. At the DoubleTree by
Hilton Tower of London Hotel,
you are a short walking distance
to the Tower of London and
other city sights.

Enjoy different cuisines, from
British and European dishes at
Duck & Waffle - served on the
40th floor - to Michelin—-starred
seafood at Angler. Visit Vicinity,

a relaxing riverfront bar, or

indulge in contemporary Indian

cuisine at Gymkhana.

Greenwich

One of three royal boroughs
in London, Greenwich is home
to a UNESCO World Heritage
Site, a royal park, a planetarium
and one of the world's most
popular music venues.

Especially convenient for
business travellers, London
City Airport offers arrivals at a
central location that is close to
Greenwich and its well-known
event spaces. Find excellent
venues for your event in this
neighbourhood, such as Royal
Museums Greenwich, which
comprises five unique spaces -
Cutty Sark, the National Maritime
Museum, Queen's House, Royall

Observatory Greenwich and the
Peter Harrison Planetarium.

At ExCelL London, you will
find plenty of space for bigger
events. Explore 100,000 sg m
(10,76391 sq ft) of blank canvas
event space or an auditorium for
up to 4,500 delegates.

Stay in the five-star
InterContinental London - The
02 and take in some of the
finest views of London. Or opt
for comfortable yet luxurious
accommodation with Aloft
London Excel, The Stratford or
Good Hotel London.

To get around the area in
a more exciting way, use Uber
Boat by Thames Clippers and
cruise along the river at high
speed. Or take a ride on the IFS
Cloud Cable Car while enjoying
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spectacular views of east

London.

There are plenty of things to
do and see in Greenwich. If you
are the adventurous type, hit the
heights with Up at The O2 and
climb over the roof of London's
iconic arena. Or head to a gin
masterclass at the Clipper Bar
to taste a great selection of the
spirit.

Leicester Square

Visit a central point for
culture and entertainment with
lots of theatres, cinemas, iconic
sites and galleries to discover
- all in walking distance of
Trafalgar Square, Piccadilly
Circus and Soho.



Find many iconic venues
with amazing architecture
such as the National Gallery or
uncover more than 200 years of
history at the London Transport
Museum.

Host glittering banquets
or conferences at Banqgueting
House, which has been the
backdrop of many royal occasions.
Or check out the glittering
Odeon Luxe Cinema for private
screenings or a conference with
big-screen impact.

Inspired by the city,
Edwardian Hotels London offer
a collection of individual hotels
with stunning interiors and
exceptional comfort. Find stylish
boutiques, concept restaurants
and bars at the Radisson Blu
Edwardian Hampshire, Mercer
Street or Bloomsbury Street -
and The Londoner.

Complete your trip to
London with a famous West
End performance and choose
from the many musical or
theatre shows in the area. With
a behind-the-scenes tour, you
will get to see what is happening
backstage. There are also plenty
of comedy clubs and stand-up
comedians ready to entertain
you.

About West End musicals
and shows: Head to TKTS
Leicester Square to pick up

discounted theatre tickets.

A short walk away is RSA
House, a beautiful Georgian
townhouse with a quirky
selection of event spaces,
including the Auditorium for 70
guests and the Vaults which can
accommodate up to 230 people.

Mayfair

Find high-end restaurants,
boutiques and hotels in this
neighbourhood within a close
distance to Hyde Park, Green
Park and St James's Park.

Mayfair is famous for its
incredible hotel selection. Enjoy
a luxurious stay with elegant
suites at The May Fair Hotel
or be stunned by the timeless
interior of the London Marriott
Hotel Grosvenor Square.

Stay at the Sheraton
Grand London Park Lane, Inter

Continental London Park Lane,

London Hilton on Park Lane,
JW Marriott Grosvenor House
London or The Dorchester,
which can all be found along the
famous streets of Piccadilly and
Park Lane.

Hidden in the leafy squares
are The Biltmore Mayfair,
featuring Michelinstar chef Jason
Atherton, and the Maybourne
Hotel Group which makes up
The Connaught, Claridge's and
The Berkeley.

You'll also find The Mayfair
Townhouse Hotel, which offers
buyouts of its 172 bedrooms
and compact meeting spaces
with big personality. Discover
Somerset House for a
multifunctional venue which
offers several event spaces in
a modern and classic setting.
Or for a very luxurious feel, the
18th-century private palace
Spencer House has a capacity
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for up to 450 guests.

Explore plenty of designer
shopping hotspots such as
Savile Row and the Burlington
Arcade. Step inside the Royal
Academy of Arts for world-class
art exhibitions or learn more
about Mayfair's historic houses
with the St James's Street

Walking Tour.

South of the river

Walk along the Thames
with a view of the city skyline
and discover two miles of arts
and entertainment venues and
events at London's South Bank.

Get a close-up view of the
Houses of Parliament when you
host your event at etc.venues'
County Hall - offering 30
rooms over two floors with room
capacity for 400 attendees.

See more of the beautiful
riverside from the Southbank
Centre's Weston Roof Pavilion's
private courtyard and balcony,
floor-to-ceiling windowed
spaces of Sea Containers
Events or Rose Court Events'
stunning roof garden. Pick
Queen Elizabeth Hall to
enjoy private dinners or large
receptions in its light-filled
space.

Contemporary art lovers
will find the perfect event space

with stunning architecture at
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the Hayward Gallery. If you
are looking for a venue with
a rich historical background
and various spaces, explore
Shakespeare's Globe to add a
touch of magic to your event.

Lots of comfort awaits in the
London Marriott Hotel County
Hall, where 192 rooms and 14
suites capture the essence
of British style. Park Plaza,
Riverbank, Westminster and
Waterloo offer large groups the
opportunity to be hosted under
one brand with more than 1,000
rooms in its portfolio.

Check out South Bank's
street art scene at Leake Street
before making your way to Tate
Modern for another art hotspot.
With a speedy Thames Rockets
river tour, you can travel even
further to Tower Bridge and
watch the Thames from above
through the glass viewing
floors. Or soak up river views
from Woods Quay, a luxurious
new quayside from Woods'
Silver Fleet Thames Cruises to
complement the Silver Sturgeon
and Silver Barracuda. The
140-metre (459 ft) pontoon can
host events of up to 350.

The history and stories
of wartime unfold in at WM
London, which has an airy
atrium accommodating up to

400 people and offers attractive

packages.

Westminster

Home to iconic attractions
such as Big Ben, Westminster
is a fantastic event location
with historic and exquisite
architecture.

Venues with a great art
selection include Tate Britain
and the National Portrait Gallery.
Impress you with beautiful
architectural event places, such
as the four-domed Edwardian
building of One Great George
Street or the Grade-ll listed
Church House Westminster,
which offers 19 rooms for up to
600 people.

The QEIlI Centre is a large
dedicated conference and
exhibition space in the area
and is equipped with world-
class facilities for high-
profile events for up to 1,300
delegates. Explore Central Hall
Westminster, another large
conference venue for up to
2,000 people located opposite
Westminster Abbey, with
flexible space for meetings,
corporate, public and private
events.

Host an event with an
elegant backdrop at the Corinthia
London. The Royal Horseguards
Hotel and One Whitehall Place,

as part of the glh group, can



accommodate everything from

a small seminar to a grand gala
ball. For a comfortable stay with
luxurious facilities and the option
to use the Westminster Ballroom
for up to 1,400 delegates,
choose Park Plaza Westminster
Bridge London.

If you have time after
your event, spend a day in
Westminster with a private tour
of the Houses of Parliament or
discover where Winston Churchill
navigated the Second World War
at the Churchill War Rooms.

Royal London

Let your delegates sample

a taste of royal life by exploring

one of London's many palaces.
Each year, from late July
until the end of September,
Buckingham Palace opens its
doors to visitors and showcases
a special exhibition.

From here, you can stroll
through St James's Park, one
of eight Royal Parks across the
city, to Westminster Abbey, the
historic setting of some of the
most famous royal weddings
and coronations.

Continue the journey into the
capital's rich royal history with a
trip to Royal Botanic Gardens,
Kew - just a short Tube from
central London. These famous

gardens offer an intimate

glimpse into the lives of past
royal families.

For a truly memorable
experience, choose a royal venue
as the setting for your event.
Soak up almost 400 years of
history with a dinner or reception
at Kensington Palace, which
has been home to many popular
royals including Queen Victoria
and Diana, Princess of Wales.

Or dazzle your guests
with another of Historic Royal
Palaces' venues available
for private hire, the Tower of
London, where your delegates
can enjoy a drinks reception and
a private viewing of the Crown

Jewels. C
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Brand—New
Entertainment:
Immerse Yourself
in the Unique Fiji
Culture

© WORDS/ TOURISM FIJI  PHOTOGRAPHS / VCG

Fiji in the South Pacific has always been
known for its hospitality and its culture is
expressed through its local traditions and
values. Visitors can learn more about the
country through local food, music, cultural
exchange, sports, arts and customs. Fiji's
population of nearly 900,000 is made up of
indigenous i—Taukei, Indians, Europeans,
Chinese and other South Pacific Islanders.
Despite their diverse cultural backgrounds,
they are all referred to as Fijians. Let's
explore the Fijian Bula Spirit in depth and
become part of this warm and charming
family! The following Fijian cultural

experiences are not to be missed.

Lovo, a speciality in Fiji

How can you come to Fiji and not try the
local specialty! Fijian Lovo, a dish cooked in
an improvised underground oven, is a must-
try dish. Its way of cooking is similar to that
of Chinese jiaohuaji, beggar's chicken. Lovo

is cooked in the ground, which is the most
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traditional way of cooking in Fiji. Visitors can
not only taste its deliciousness but watch the
preparation and making process, an opportunity
offered by some hotels, which adds a lot of fun to

the trip.

Yagona/Kava

Kava, also known as Kava wine, is actually
a non-alcoholic, purely plant-based beverage.
It has become a national drink and is used in
various occasions, from tribal ceremonies to
everyday socialization in Fiji, for its calming and
relaxing effects. To make Kava, we need to first
grind the roots of the locally produced Kava
pepper into powder and rub it with the grayish-
white juice in a Tanoa, a round tripod, a process
more similar to Chinese pounded tea. Then, the
herbaceous Kava is poured into bilo, a lovely
coconut shell bowl and served to guests in turn.
When you taste the wine, the tingling on your

tongue has a similar effect to alcohol, followed

by a sense of mental calmness and physical
relaxation. You will experience satisfaction and

comfort that you have never experienced before.

Meke, a traditional dance in Fiji

Meke, meaning traditional songs and dances,
ranges from graceful fan shows to athletic war
dances with traditional warriors with long spears
and short rods, Fijian women, and uninitiated
children dancing to wooden drums. Each
performance is a colorful embodiment of local
history, love story, or legend. Fijians take great
pride in their Meke performances. Expreiencing
this aspect of the Fijian culture in person will be

an unforgettable experience.

Drua, a kind of traditional double
canoe

The Fijians have made a wide variety of
canoes with a wide range of functions, among

which the Drua, a traditional Fijian canoe, is the
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most famous. The craftsmanship of Drua is so
impressive that even Europeans visiting the South
Pacific for the first time were amazed. This alone
shows that the indigenous Fijians were excellent
seafaring people from an early age. It is a craft
passed down exclusively to men. As kava is to
Fijians, the canoe is not only a traditional means
of transportation in Fiji but also has a profound
social significance. Today, visitors can still come
to the Fijian Museum in Suva to catch a glimpse

of the old warships.

Fire Walking

In Fiji, there is also a surprising traditional
cultural ritual: Fire Walking. This sacred ceremony
is performed exclusively by men. When these
warriors step onto the fiery path with their bare
feet and confidently walk across the blazing hot
embers, the tourists hold their breath in awe and

are swept off their feet in admiration.

A live version of Fiji's Rugby Sevens

Sport is at the heart of Fijian life, and Rugby
7s is a showcase of the Fijian national spirit.
Rugby 7s, although only lasts for 14 minutes, is
more about speed and flair, which is a quality
that Fijians possess. Fijian rugby players are
quick and smooth, with skillful back-passing
and one-handed play skills. Fijians have shown
their talent in the sport, and since then, they
have loved and always been passionate about
the sport.

Cultural villages in Fiji

In these villages of Fiji, you can fully
experience the lifestyle of the local people and a
slow-paced life away from the hustle and bustle

of the city. When visiting the villages, you need to

be aware of some local customs and Fijian village

etiquette. Although the country is evolving into
a modern island nation, it still retains relatively
traditional values.

From the moment you arrive in Fiji, you will
feel like you are in a magical place. The warmth
and enthusiasm of the Fijian people are evident in
their love for life and their innate ability to connect
with others. Music and songs are an integral
part of daily life in Fiji, and you will experience the
vibrant and welcoming "Bula" spirit everywhere
you go. Are you ready for an unforgettable cultural
journey in Fiji? Come and join us for an incredible

adventure! C

Tips for visitors to Fijian villages

Wear plain clothes and take off your hat
when visiting local villages.

Shoes need to be removed when
entering a house.

Do not touch people's foreheads,
including children's.

Accept gifts from locals in a polite manner
and answer questions politely.
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Seven Must-
see Museums of
Speicherstadt

© WORDS/ TOURISMUS HAMBURG
PHOTOGRAPHS / VCG

Speicherstadt is the place where the
present and past meet. Historic warehouses,
elegantly—designed museums and the new
bustling harbor town are all the must-see
places in Hamburg! Behind the thick walls of
Speicherstadt are a variety of quality goods:
coffee, tea, cocoa, spices, computers and the

world's largest inventory of hand—woven carpets.

In 1991, Speicherstadt built more than a
century ago was listed under the Hamburg
Heritage Protection Act of 1991, a move
welcomed by the public. In July 2015, this
complex and its adjacent Kontorhaus District
with Chilehaus together became a UNESCO
World Heritage Site.

The complex is one of the largest of its kind
in the world, dotted with distinctive scenic spots
and museums. Visitors to Hamburg are always
fascinated by this colorful "warehouse city" that
encompasses Gothic buildings, crisscrossing
waterways, a dazzling array of spices, and
many more attractions waiting to be explored!

Speicherstadt is the place where the
present and past meet. Historic warehouses,
elegantly-designed museums and the new
bustling harbor town are all the must-see

places in Hamburg! Behind the thick walls of




Speicherstadt are a variety of quality goods:

coffee, tea, cocoa, spices, computers and the

world's largest inventory of hand-woven carpets.
Nowadays, this "warehouse city" is almost no

longer used for offices, and is gradually becoming

a haven for museum lovers.

1. Dialoghaus

Embark on a journey of senses in the center
of Speicherstadt. Three appealing exhibitions,
namely "Dialog im Dunkel" (Dialogue in the Dark),
"Dialog im Stillen" (Dialogue in the Silence) and
"Dialog mit der Zeit" (Dialog with the Time), will
allow you to put yourselves in the shoes of the

local vulnerable groups.

2. Miniatur Wunderland

Miniatur Wunderland is a preferred place for
railway lovers, adventurers around the world, and
literally all tourists to Hamburg. For three years
it has been ranked as the first among the most

popular attractions in Germany.

3. Hamburg Dungeon

Take a peek at the old, dark ages of
Hamburg. It is a veritably eerie and terrifying
attraction that shall not be missed by those who

indulge themselves in thrilling experiences.

4. Speicherstadtmuseum

A museum where you can learn the history of

Speicherstadt! Speicherstadtmuseum recreates
Speicherstadt in 1888, making visitors feel like
traveling back in time while immersing themselves
in the unique and original atmosphere of
Speicherstadt. In addition to the history of trade
and architecture, visitors can also enjoy tea and

appreciate the beauty of coffee beans.

5. Spicy's Museum of Spices

Founded in 1993, this museum offers an
assortment of spices for you to touch, taste and
stimulate all your nerves! Here, you will learn
more about the world's cuisines through spices
from around the globe. The museum showcases
the production procedure of over 900 spices over
the past five centuries, from cultivation to end

products.

6. International Maritime Museum
Hamburg

Housed by Kaispeicher B, this museum has
the largest private collection in the world, including
the curios from over 3,000 years of shipping and

naval history!

7. PROTOTYP, a museum of
automobiles

Feel the charm of cars at PROTOTYP
museum! From sports cars to race cars, all kinds

of rare vehicles are available. Prepare to be

amazed! C
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Exquisite Craftsmanship
That Dazzles Time

© WORDS/ JIAHUI PHOTOGRAPHS / JIAHUI. MOSHIKOU HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL BLOCK

Brilliant tradition still reverberates in modern

life and is the root of a city's heritage and charm.

In early spring, on the south foot of Cuiweli
Mountain in the western suburbs of Beijing, two
millennium-old white pines were filled with vitality
as they ushered in another year of life. Time
passes quickly in the mountains, but human

efforts can freeze time into everlasting beauty.

110 WORLD TOURISM CITIES

About 580 years ago, the construction of a temple
broke the tranquility of the mountain, and the two
white pines began to witness the legend of human
ingenuity in the long river of time. From ancient
temple murals to digital art, from palace art to the
Eight Wonders of Yanjing, from the ancient camel
bell road to cultural districts, the echoes of history
still resound in modern life. Perhaps, this is the

root of a city's heritage and charm.



From ancient temple murals to
digital art

The temple that started construction over
580 years ago is called Fahai Temple, meaning
"Buddhism is as vast and unpredictable as
the sea." It began construction in the fourth
year of the Ming Dynasty's Zhengtong period
in 1439, employing many different craftsmen,
such as carpenters, stonemasons, tile makers,
lacquer artisans, and painters. It took nearly five
years to complete. Built by the Imperial Bureau
of Construction, Emperor Yingzong of the
Ming Dynasty granted it the name "Fahai Zen
Temple," inscribed by Zhu Qizhen, giving it the
dignity and craftsmanship of a royal temple. The

temple comprises several buildings, including the
Mahavira Hall, the Medicine Buddha Hall, Bell and

Drum Towers, Sutra Pavilion, and others. In

1988, it was declared a national key cultural
relic protection unit. The small bridge with
four cypress trees growing from its corners,
the bronze bell, the white-barked pines of
1,000 years old, the sunk panel with a datura
pattern, and murals of the Ming Dynasty are
collectively known as the "Five Wonders."
Two sturdy millennium-old white pines
stand at the entrance of the Grand Hall,
which houses the authentic murals of Fahai
Temple. According to expert analysis, the
Fahai Temple murals can be considered the
best of the Ming Dynasty murals in terms
of mural art, scale, completeness, mural-
making techniques, painting skills, character
modeling, and the use of gold. They are
also one of the few murals in history that

WORLD TOURISM CITIES 11
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can be attributed to royal painters. They have
their own unique advantages compared to the
murals of Dunhuang and the Yongle Palace,
and can be compared to the murals of the
European Renaissance. They are an outstanding
representative of Beijing's murals and brilliant
pearls in the history of art.

In the Fahai Temple murals, the technique
of "powder dripping and gold leaf sticking" is
extensively used on the crowns, earrings,
bracelets, ankle bracelets, gemstone necklaces,
and armor of the figures. "Powder dripping" is
applied like cream on a cake and forms a raised
contour when dry. Afterward, gold is pasted or
stacked on top of it. When a flashlight shines from
top to bottom, these highlighted details emit a faint
golden light, making people marvel at the artistic
pursuit of the royal temple.

Another breathtaking highlight is the
transparent white veil draped over the
Bodhisattva Guanyin, which seems to be swaying
gently in the wind. Each flower on it is composed of
48 thin threads, and her skin can still be seen under
the white veil. To protect cultural relics, the hall is
not exposed to sunlight all year round, and visitors
can only appreciate the interior with flashlights.
However, visitors will not be satisfied with such a
vague sight of the superb details. The solution to
this problem is given by the Fahai Temple Mural Art
Museum, located at the foot of the Fahai Temple.

The Museum uses modern technological
means to break through the limitations of space
and time dimensions and "wake" the sleeping
murals. The dome theatre saw dozens of pixel-
level mural figures shaped by 3D modeling
technology, telling the history and culture behind
the murals and the process and techniques

applied with digital means. Details appear vividly
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to visitors, such as the lines of the diamond

pattern on the white veil, the strokes of clothing,
the different leave patterns of cushions of the
three Guanyin statues, etc. From the historical
evolution of figures to the horizontal comparison
of mural art, through digital empowerment, we can
discover the clues and foreshadows left by the
painters, understand their styles and schools, and
locate the murals of Fahai Temple in the history of
Chinese painting and even worldwide.

Over the past 600 years, each thought of
ancient craftsmen has been carefully traced by
modern people through contemporary technology.
This is a wonderful collision of craftsmen from
different eras through time, a progress based on

inheritance, and a miraculous journey of art.
From palace art to the eight wonders
of Beijing

If the digital development of the murals in

Fahai Temple is an artistic transition from ancient



to modern times, then the eight Beijing wonders in
Chengen Temple are a cultural progress from the
palace to the masses.

Beijing enjoys a favorable unique geographical
location and natural environment, with a history
of more than 3,000 years as a city and 800 years
as a capital city. Throughout history, many literati
gathered here, as did skilled craftsmen. During
the Ming Dynasty, in order to meet the living

needs of the huge ruling class, twelve divisions,

four departments, and eight bureaus were set up
successively to manage palace affairs and serve
the palace, collectively known as the twenty-four
Yamen. Among them, the Division for Imperial
Articles specialized in manufacturing and managing
imperial articles of everyday use. According to
historical records, in the early years of Kangxi's
reign in the Qing Dynasty, the Internal Affairs Office
was established to meet the needs of imperial
members' life and ceremonies. The office had many
craft workshops, producing a large number of daily
necessities and craft products for the imperial family.
A myriad of existing furniture, as well as gold, jade,
wood, lacquer, bronze, enamel, and glass wares

in the Forbidden City, were made by craftsmen
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from the office. It had 42 workshops and over 200
skilled craftsmen of various types in its heyday.
After the fall of the Qing Dynasty, the craftsmen of
the office were dispersed among the masses and
gradually formed eight unique skills represented
by gold-lacquer inlay, filigree inlay, cloisonné,
ivory carving, jade carving, carved lacquer ware,
Beijing embroidery and palace carpet, collectively
known as the "Eight Wonders of Beijing." They
have fully absorbed the essence of local folk arts
and crafts, peaked in traditional Chinese arts and
crafts, and gradually formed the palace art with
"Beijing crafts." At present, they have been listed
in the national intangible cultural heritage list.

In the exhibition hall of Beijing Eight Wonders
Museum, we were deeply impressed with the
craftsmen's ingenious works, such as the gold
lacquer case inlaid with various precious articles
and flower-and-bird patterns, the handbag inlaid
with a floral pattern of filigree, carved lacquer

case with a peach pattern for longevity, the
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eighteen bachelors of ivory carving, dragon robe
of Beijing embroidery and other exquisite crafts
of intangible cultural heritage. After introducing
a representative imperial carpet with a peony
pattern, the young guide told us that it was her
father who created the work. So, we could do
nothing but admire the unique charm of our
intangible cultural heritage. In the exhibition
room of cultural creative products, we found
that the eight wonderful techniques of Beijing,
which were applied to articles of "imperial" use
only, have been used to create modern artworks
in a creative manner. The exhibits included a
refrigerator magnet with the pattern of "Nine-
Dragon Wall," the original ice and show watch
launched during the Beijing Winter Olympics,
featuring the technigue of mother—of-pear! inlaid
in lacquer.

From the imperial palace to the people, from
one generation to the next, the intangible cultural

heritage skills shine with the light of time in the



delicate or rough hands of artisans, continuing
and accumulating and performing a grand show

of cultural soul.

From the ancient trade route to
cultural blocks

Both Fahai Temple and Chengen Temple are
located in the historical and cultural block of Moshikou,
Shijingshan District, Beijing. Moshikou (hub of model),
formerly known as the "hub of grindstone," came into
shape in the Western Zhou Dynasty and rose to
its reputation with rich grindstone production in the
Ming and Qing dynasties. It was along the ancient
trade route from Beijing to beyond the Great Wall
and later renamed "hub of model," indicating the
model of various villages.

In the past, the Camel Bell Ancient Road was
a bustling thoroughfare for horses, carriages, and
traders and was a maijor transportation hub for coal,
timber, and leather goods in the west of Beijing.

The sounds of camel bells and hawking were heard

everywhere. The Rickshaw Boy in Lao She's book

had walked on this very street. The current historical
and cultural communities of Moshikou retain the
ancient dwellings of the Ming and Qing dynasties
and refresh themselves by introducing multiple
business forms such as bookshops, cafés, specialty
restaurants, homestays, cultural and creative
shops, and cultural experiences. The organic way
revives the ancient trade route. Ancient charm and
new ideas collide here, leading to a briliant chemical
reaction. Visitors could appreciate the peerless
murals in Fahai Temple, enjoy the "eight wonders
of Beijing" in Chengen Temple, admire the superb
stone carving at Tian Yi's tomb, study the glacier
scratching traces in prehistoric times, recall the
golden autumn in Beijing described by Lao She, and
read books leisurely in Jingxi Book Store.

The magnificent turn of the old street around
culture gathers the passion of contemporary
people to life. It is "awakening" and "dialogue" and

the magic skill of craftsmen. €
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