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The Sustainable Development of World

Tourism Cities in the COVID Context:
The Research on Chinese Actions
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In 2015, the United Nations (UN) formally
adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development and the 17 Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) which set out a global
vision to end poverty, share prosperity, protect
the planet, build just and inclusive societies,
and restore global partnerships for sustainable
development, to ensure that no one is left behind.

More than 80% of global GDP is generated in
cities where 56.2% of the global population lives.
In the last ten years, urbanization has been most
pronounced in developing economies, especially in
Asia and Oceania, where the urbanization rate rose
to 49.8% in 2020 from 43.1% in 2010. Urbanization,
if well managed well, can significantly contribute
to sustainable growth that promotes prosperity
with the protection of the planetary's boundaries.
Against this backdrop, tourism can help cities
strike a balance between ecological conservation
and socio—economic development, translating an
area's ecological advantages and resources into
growth and inclusive drivers. On the other hand, as
a major driver of sustainable urban development,
tourism can help cities achieve people—oriented
development goals, promote sustainable economic

growth and facilitate green and low-carbon
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development, with widespread contribution across
many of the SDGs.

The COVID-19 outbreak in 2020 had a global
catastrophic impact on the tourism industry and
led to a decline in tourism revenue and heavy
job losses. In 2019, global tourism revenue stood
at $5.8 trillion, 6.7% of global GDP that year.
Tourism is one of the industries that has suffered
the most during the pandemic. In 2020, total
global tourism revenue was only $2.9 trillion, down
50.9% from 2019. The figure reached $3.3 trillion
in 2021, a slight recovery but still less than 60% of
the pre-pandemic level. According to the baseline
scenario of the World Travel and Tourism Council
(WTTC), COVID-19 resulted in over 121 million
global tourism industry job losses. In some
cities, all tourism activities were suspended.
Tourism cities have faced unprecedented
challenges including their sustainable
development.

Interrelated and unpredictable risks, including
climate change, food security, economic decline
and rising inequality, are forcing tourism cities to
reconsider and adjust their development models
to become more resilient, a process accelerated

by the pandemic.



To respond to these challenges, the United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and
the World Tourism Cities Federation (WTCF)
are applying an SDGs progress assessment to
help cities reshape their planning, policies and
actions to reinvigorate their tourism sectors in
the post-pandemic era while contributing to the
advancement of the SDGs.

The report presents the
Chinese Tourism Cities SDG
Assessment Index, developed
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Luoyang, Qingdao, and Sanya.
Overall, the analysis shows
that these 10 cities are 80.7% on
the way towards meeting their
SDG targets by 2030. All of the

goals are at least 70% fulfilled
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and progress towards seven
SDGs has surpassed 90%. The
assessment also identifies key
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cities.

The 'Prosperity' dimension in -
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particular needs more attention.

This dimension was not only
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challenging for sustainable urban
development during the pandemic
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but is also a key action area
for meeting the SDGs by 2030.
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Related to cross—cutting themes, such as equality,
progress has been recorded: the assessment
shows the 10 cities have the legal frameworks to
promote, practice and monitor equality and the
elimination of gender discrimination.

The report also presents a series of case
studies shared by the cities' Governments that
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